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Great Britain in regard to the Kurds of Iraq, who were granted
only certain educational and administrative privileges, but
adopted by the French, first in their creation of an independent
Lebanon and secondly in their establishment of autonomous
Druze and Alawi districts.

Western control has quickened a process which had already
begun both in the Ottoman Empire and in Egypt: the Westerniza-
tion of forms of government. The limits of government action
have been extended, the bureaucracy enlarged, a greater degree
of administrative uniformity introduced. New political ideas
have spread the ideas of political rights, of the individual, not the
sect, as the unit of society, and of a personal status regulated by
positive law and not by religious precept. All these changes
have had a direct or indirect effect upon the position of minorities.

The Growth of Arab and Egyptian Nationalism

The Arab and Egyptian nationalist movements have continued
to grow in intensity throughout these years. These two move-
ments have developed separately, but in both of them it has
been possible to see a certain change of emphasis, from the
liberal nationalism of the nineteenth century to the authori-
tarian nationalism of a later day. The change is not complete,
and may not continue, but in so far as it has existed it has
tended to encourage a love of uniformity for its own sake,
and a suspicion of diversity, which have strained its relations
with the minorities. In the Arab movement this change has
been linked with another : what was at first a movement directed
primarily against the Turks has become a movement directed
primarily against the Western Powers who have been in control
~of the Arab countries. This change also should not be ex-
aggerated ; there is a wing of the Arab movement which hates
the West and all its works, but there is another which, while
o^osed to the present policy of the Western Powers, is eager for
co-operation with the West and the full participation of the Arab
people in the community of nations. Both these wings are
agreed, however, in regarding with suspicion those minorities
which have sided with the Western Powers and profited from
their presence, and also those which without their consent have
been used as pretexts for intervention. In Iraq this suspicion
has been directed mainly against the Assyrians, and kd to the
of 1933 ; m Syria aad Lebanon it has been directed